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	The written steps necessary to appropriately and uniformly perform a task in carrying out policies and activities of the College.


Graduation Honors and Awards

Academic honors are awarded to graduating students in a degree program with cumulative GPAs as follows:



Summa Cum Laude

3.96 – 4.00



Magna Cum Laude

3.75 – 3.95



Cum Laude


3.50 – 3.74

A student’s GPA will be based on all courses taken at the Northern Marianas College (NMC), including all postsecondary accepted transfer credits from other institutions.  Refer to Policy 8.1.17 (Repeating Courses) for the purpose of repeating a course to improve a grade.

Valedictorian Award:

The graduating student in a degree program with the highest cumulative GPA will receive the Academic Achievement Award and give the valedictorian address at the graduation ceremony.  If two or more graduating students have the same GPA, the following criteria will be used to determine who will be the valedictorian speaker:

1. The students who have tied with the same GPA average will decide among themselves who will be the speaker;

2. The students will write an essay of 500 words or less.  The Dean of Student Development will establish essay topics.  Essays should be turned into the Dean of Student Development.  A committee of faculty, appointed by the Dean of Student Development, in conjunction with the Dean of Academic Programs and Services, will read, evaluate, and determine which essay is the best.  Students must write their own essay:

3. If there is still no general consensus regarding who will be the valedictorian speaker.

Student Leadership Award:

The graduating student in a degree program who has demonstrated leadership on campus and has manifested the potential to become a leader in the local community and the CNMI will receive the Student Leadership Award. 

A Student Leadership Award may be awarded to another student at another NMC campus site provided that a separate commencement exercise is held on the site.

Semester Achievement Lists

It shall also be the policy of NMC to recognize students who maintain high levels of academic achievement each semester by means of the President’s List, Dean’s List, or Part-time Honors list of outstanding students.  The student must be enrolled in a degree program in courses at the 100 level or above, and grades received must be academic letter grades in order for the student to be recognized with honors.

President’s List  Full-time students whose term grade point average is 3.96 or above are listed on the President’s List.  This honor is printed on the student’s grade report and permanent academic record.

Dean’s List  Full-time students whose term grade point average is 3.75 to 3.95 inclusive are listed on the Dean’s List.  This honor is printed on the student’s grade report and permanent academic record.

Part-time Student Honors: Students who are carrying from six to 11 credits (inclusive) per term, and whose term grade point average is 3.96 or above, are listed as receiving honors on their grade report and academic permanent record.
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